§4750.3-2

§4750.3-2 Qualification standards for
private maintenance.

(a) To qualify to receive a wild horse
or burro for private maintenance, an
individual shall:

(1) Be 18 years of age or older;

(2) Have no prior conviction for inhu-
mane treatment of animals or for vio-
lation of the Act or these regulations;

(3) Have adequate feed, water, and fa-
cilities to provide humane care to the
number of animals requested. Facili-
ties shall be in safe condition and of
sufficient strength and design to con-
tain the animals. The following stand-
ards apply:

(i) A minimum space of 144 square
feet shall be provided for each animal
maintained, if exercised daily; other-
wise, a minimum of 400 square feet
shall be provided for each animal;

(ii) Until fence broken, adult horses
shall be maintained in an enclosure at
least 6 feet high; burros in an enclosure
at least 4% feet high; and horses less
than 18 months old in an enclosure at
least 5 feet high. Materials shall be
protrusion-free and shall not include
large-mesh woven or barbed wire;

(iii) Shelter shall be available to
mitigate the effects of inclement
weather and temperature extremes.
The authorized officer may require
that the shelter be a structure, which
shall be well-drained and adequately
ventilated;

(iv) Feed and water shall be adequate
to meet the nutritional requirements
of the animals, based on their age,
physiological condition and level of ac-
tivity; and

(4) Have obtained no more than 4 wild
horses and burros within the preceding
12-month period, unless specifically au-
thorized in writing by the authorized
officer.

(b) The authorized officer shall deter-
mine an individual’s qualifications
based upon information provided in the
application form required by §4750.3-1
of this subpart and Bureau of Land
Management records of any previous
private maintenance by the individual
under the Act.
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§4750.3-3 Supporting information and
certification for private mainte-
nance of more than 4 wild horses or
burros.

(a) An individual applying to adopt
more than 4 wild horses or burros with-
in a 12-month period, or an individual
or group of individuals requesting to
maintain more than 4 wild horses or
burros at a single location shall pro-
vide a written report prepared by the
authorized officer, or by a local hu-
mane official, veterinarian, coopera-
tive extension agent, or similarly
qualified person approved by the au-
thorized officer, verifying that the ap-
plicant’s facilities have been inspected,
appear adequate to care for the number
of animals requested, and satisfy the
requirements contained in §4750.3-2(a).

(1) The report shall include a descrip-
tion of the facilities, including corral
sizes, pasture size, and shelter, barn, or
stall dimensions, and shall note any
discrepancies between the facilities in-
spected and representations made in
the application form.

(2) When an applicant requests 25 or
more animals or when 25 or more ani-
mals will be maintained at any single
location regardless of the number of
applicants, the facilities for maintain-
ing the adopted animals shall be in-
spected by the authorized officer prior
to approving the application.

(b) The Bureau of Land Management
will not allow the use of a power of at-
torney or any other instrument or
writing authorizing one person to act
as an agent for another in the adoption
of wild horses and burros.

[61 FR 7414, Mar. 3, 1986, as amended at 55 FR
39152, Sept. 25, 1990; 63 FR 18340, Apr. 15, 1998]

§4750.3-4 Approval or disapproval of
applications.

If an application is approved, the au-
thorized officer shall offer the indi-
vidual an opportunity to select the ap-
propriate number, sex, age and species
of animals from those available. If the
authorized officer disapproves an appli-
cation for private maintenance because
the applicant lacks adequate facilities
or transport, the individual may cor-
rect the shortcoming and file a new ap-
plication.

870



